
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



TlXHiliiam anb flftars College 

<&uarterl£ ibtetortcal flDaaa3tne. 

Vol. XXI. JULY, 1912. No. 1. 

ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

Gen. William F. Gordon to Thomas Walker Gilmer. 

Washington 11 th Dec r . 1832. 
Dear Gilmer 

I have just rec d your letter of the 9 th Inst. Before this reaches 
you, you will have received the Presidents proclamation. It is a 
strong document. Its principles you will perceive are at war with 
all our opinions of state Power & the character of our Confed- 
eracy. 

I greatly apprehend its effect will be very unfortunate & tends 
rather to aggravate than to heal the unhappy differences, which 
distract us. I fear it will entirely countervail the good effect of the 
very able & conciliatory message at the opening of the session, 
will imbolden the Tariff Party, who will make no concession & 
force the states into irreconciliable sections of interest & Hatred. 

I hope I miscalculate, but I apprehend the worse. I will attend 
to your little collection. I will thank you to settle the amount I 
mentioned to you with Bramham & di aw on me for the amount. 

I promised George Carr it should be settled before I left the 
county. I did not expect that Bramham with whom the account 
was left would call on you, as I had no opportunity of telling him 
the arrangement made with you. I will advise you of any im- 
portant movements here 

sincerely & affectionately 
yrs. 

W m F. Gordon 
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Gen. William F. Gordon to Thomas Walker Gilmer. 

Washington 14 th Jan'y 1834. 
Dear Sir 

I have just received your letter of the 11 th Inst. I have made 
the enquiry you request of M r Marshall of Kentucky, he speaks 
of M r E. H. Taylor as a gentleman of great respectability & con- 
siderable property that M r Cox is a young man of Business & he 
knows no objection to him that wh}at they would jointly under- 
take might be relied on. 

M r Calhoun yesterday delivered a most powerful speech in 
the senate ; in our hour & a quarter it is said he covered ground 
that others would take many days to perform — a senator told 
me he had furnished materials for 8 speeches — a fine specimen of 
condensed & enlightened knowledge of his whole subject. You 
will see it in a few days. 

M r Cambreling is entitled to the floor to-day in the H. of R. 
The administration I think are in a waning majority in our house. 
Much depends on V a ., her movements have already produced 
great consternation here. I hope she will play out the Game, and 
act up to her Character — the people of V a . will never justify any 
Executive 'assumption of power over their money — press your 
advantage — & leave the rest to heaven. The question of the re- 
charter of the Bank is a different one. We must not, in reprov- 
ing executive misrule, give a proclivity to the money Power — 
dangerous to the purity of our Institutions — this is a different 
question from the executive seizure of one of the Franchises of 
the Bank, in haste 

Y r friend 

W m F. Gordon 

William C. Rives to Thomas Walker Gilmer. 

Paris, Aug. 24 th , 1832. 
My dear friend, 

It gave me great pleasure to receive your very interesting 
letter of 6 th June some three or four weeks ago ; but being then 
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just on the point of setting out to England, to see something more 
of the land of our ancestors before my return to our own cher- 
ished home, I was compelled to defer the acknowledgement of 
it, till I came back here, which was only two or three days ago. 
I had already seen, with much satisfaction, your return into the 
public councils, to which I had always expected, as well as wished, 
that your destiny would soon bring you back. There was a fit- 
ness in it, every way, which could not permit you to resist the call 
of so many & such worthy friends ; & the happy success of your 
negotiations at Washington, with their consequential results to 
yourself, will leave you less cause, in regard to your privjate in- 
terests, to regret this diversion of a few months from your pro- 
fessional pursuits. I most sincerely congratulate you upon the 
handome accession to your purse, as well as reputation, which 
your able & successful efforts in that mission have obtained for 
you. The continued rewards of talent & industry will give you 
more & more cause, I hope, to indulge those delightful visions of 
an easy & happy old age, which you have sketched with the true 
spirit of a grandsire. Tho' neither of us have yet attained that 
grade of paternal dignity, the number of children with which we 
are already surrounded admonishes both of us to look forward 
to a teeming posterity and it is the part of duty, no less than of 
wisdom to provide for them as well as we can. You will have 
heard that our brood is doubled since we have been here ; & I 
really feel as if I should incur the just reproach of "worse than 
an infidel," if I did not hurry back home to go to work for them. 
We are now making our arrangements, as rapidly as we can, to 
return to our own beloved land, & hope to embark at Havre on 
the I st of October. I need not s'ay with what eagerness of hope 
& affection we look forward to meeting again with all our friends, 
whom absence has only served to endear to us the more. I hope 
we shall arrive at our homestead in time to afford me the gratifi- 
cation of taking you by the hand, & talking over all those themes 
of mutual interest, public & domestic, which the lapse of more 
than three long years will have accumulated, before you set out 
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for your winter quarters at Richmond. In the mean time, let us 
hope that the affairs of our country, of which you give me so in- 
teresting a sketch will, however darkened by unhappy divisions at 
the present moment, brighten into cheerfulness & peace under the 
smiles of an overruling providence, in whose decrees I Cannot 
believe it will be permitted that the great experiment in our hands, 
on which the hopes of all mankind depend, shall fail of its final 
& perfect success. I am happy to hear that you have brought 
the concerns of the Loyal company so near to a close. So far 
as I have any interest in them, be assured that whatever may 
be the result an impartial & equitable settlement will be perfectly 
satisfactory to me, & I doubt not that, so far as depends on you, 
that result will be fully attained. Your account of the prosperity 
of our professional brethren, (by the bye your picture of Southall 
in his arm chair, 'awaiting the approach of his client, brought him 
bodily to my mind's eye), was particularly grateful to me. I beg 
you remember me most cordially to all of them. I hope they 
will not deny me a social place among them at our 'ancient tribune, 
if not the privilege of a brief, which, if I could make any hand 
at it, would also be very desirable. 

Europe is now so tranquil, to the gre'at annoyance of these 
modern Athenians, who live only by the excitement of something 
new, that I have no political intelligence to give you. Don Pedro 
gets along so slowly in the Peninsula, that we liberals are com- 
pelled to console ourselves with the hope that the usual corre- 
lative of surely, will bring him up in the end. 

My wife joins me in most affectionate regards to Mrs. Gilmer 
& yourself & begging also to be cordially remembered to all other 
friends I must ask you to accept this hurried offering of ancient 
friendship, 'till I can renew to you in person the wideness of the 
sincerity with which I am very 

Truly your's 
T. W. Gilmer Esq., W C Rives. 

Charlottesville, 
Va. 



William and Mary Quarterly 5 

William C. Rives to Thomas Walker Gilmer. 

Fredericksburg Dec. 4 th 1832. 
My dear friend, 

We are thus f'ar, & all well, on our way home. I regret very 
much that I could not have arrived in time to have taken you by 
the hand before your departure from Richmond, & to have 
talked over with you all the events of the last four years, &s well 
as the momentous interests of the present. Now I have but a 
moment to consult with you on a subject of personal concern to 
myself, as well as of public solicitude. I learn from various 
qu'arters that my name is spoken of for supplying Mr. Tazewell's 
place in the Senate. Such a mark of the confidence & remem- 
brance of my native State could not but be, in the highest degree, 
gratifying to my feelings ; & if I am again to enter the thorny 
path of public life, amid the difficulties of a crisis which seems 
to call on every man to contribute his mite, there is no post of 
duty, which could be assigned me, that I should like so much. At 
the same time, I should be sorry that my name should be brought 
before the Legislature at all, if there were reason to believe that 
any other would be more acceptable. I must, therefore, beg of 
you, as an ancient & tried friend, as well as my official represen- 
tative to consult with such other kind friends, as I may have in 
the Legislature, as to what is prudent & right to be done. What- 
ever disposition of the matter shall be determined upon by them 
will be, in every respect, satisfactory to myself, as I have no 
feeling in the question apart from those high public interests of 
which they are the appointed guardians. 

I write in great haste, in the confusion & bustle of a town, & 

have only time to add Mrs. Rives' cordial remembrances & our 

joint hope that we shall ere long have the pleasure of meeting 

you & yours under the snug shelter of our native mountains. 

Your's most truly & sincerely 

W C Rives. 
T. W. Gilmer Esq. 
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John Tyler to Gov. John Floyd. 

Union Tavern, June 16, 1831. 
Dear Governor: 

I called last night to see you but you were out and I was dis- 
appointed. I wanted to say to you that I had treated you badly 
on our private scores and by a confession of that fact obtain your 
pardon. The sickle is about to go into the best crop of wheat 
that I have seen in lower Virg a which will soon be got to market 
and then I will make a more suitable atonement for my past 
neglect. 

I wanted to talk to you about the political world. Everything 
seems to be at odds — and events big with the fate of certain in- 
dividuals are daily transpiring. But I have no information and 
very limited views. If you have any thing of interest do com- 
municate it. Direct to Gloucester via York Town — or to Glou- 
cester C House. I have had two letters lately, one from Taze- 
well and another from Hayne — both full of speculations but that 
is all. What will Branch do? Will he notice this recent call of 
the Globe? 

Botts addressed me the enclosed under the expectation that 
it would be shewn to you. I therefore submit it to you. I said 
to him* that if you had resolved on conferring the appointment 
on Gilmer I could have nothing to do with it in any shape. If 
however that was not the case I would express my high respect 
for him to you and furnish the evidence of my good wishes in 
his behalf. I hereby acquit myself of this undertaking under 
the full belief that you have long since resolved upon your course 
in this particular. Do not consider me as interfering with your 
determination if formed as I have strong reasons to suspect it to 
be. I said so much to M r Botts, and added that I could only 
represent him to you in the event of M r Gilmer's being out of the 
question, for the reason that I had reason to believe you designed 
the place for him. 

Can you not visit that distant region of your empire where 
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my abode is cast ? You would make a whole household happy by 
it, and 1 will make you an unqualified promise to shew to you the 
most beautiful country in Virginia. 

With the sincerest friendship 

Y re &c. 

John Tyler. 
Gov. Floyd. 

John Tyler to Gov. John Floyd. 

Washington Dec r 4, 1832. 
My Dear Sir: 

I hasten to inform you of the proceedings of yesterday.* 
Tazewell's resignation devolved upon me the necessity of elect- 
ing a President pro tem: The administration party selected 
Judge White as the candidate, and altho' I disliked the business 
of taking the Presiding officer from the State of Tennessee inas- 
much as there was a strong prospect of M r Calhoun's resignation, 
yet my esteem for the Judge caused me to conclude that we 
could not well do better than elect him, believing that if Calhoun 
resigned, he W. would consider the import and bearing of the 
provision in the Constitution which declares that the President 
and Vice President shall not come from the same State, and 
would (such is my confidence in his honesty) vacate the chair 
should he Doubt the propriety of his holding on. The opposi- 
tion seemed at first to be at a loss what to do, but finally rallied 
in all their force on myself, so that the election was fairly placed 
in my own hands. To change my vote from White to any other 
would either have drawn in to my support the whole of my side 
of the house, or would have delayed the result until to day, when 



* The resignation of L. W. Tazewell, who was President pro tem of the 
Senate, occurred ir. November, 1832. The Jackson party elected Hugh Law- 
son White over Mr. Tyler, who would not vote for all the administration 
measures. This honor, however, was conferred upon him in 1835. 
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Clayton or Miller, or Chambers who were momentarily expected, 
would have decided the contest. I felt the importance of the 
prize, but I did not suffer it to change my course. If I was right 
in voting for White at first, it was equally right then, and I per- 
severed to the end. Thus have I conferred an office of high grade 
at any time — but one which may in the course of three months 
become the second office in the gov*, and by contingency the first. 
What version the newspapers may give of this procedure I know 
not and I have therefore hastened to give you the true one. 

While I have done my duty, the party with which I act have 
failed in theirs. At this time it was particularly important that 
a conciliatory course should have been pursued. The overture 
of the opposition should have been accepted and the unanimous 
vote of the Senate should have carried me into the chair. But 
I will draw no conclusions — no inferences. My pride consists in 
having conferred an appointment according to my judgment, and 
that that has been strong enough to enable me to resist all temp- 
tations. The message will be in to day and shall be sent you. 

Y ra Truly 

John Tyler 

John Tyler to Gov. John Floyd.* 

Washington January 10, 1833. 
My Dear Sir: 

I begin to be inspired with new hopes, since my return from 
home which took place two days ago. Immediately after the 
proclamation issued I conversed freely with Clay upon the con- 
dition of public affairs and the true glory which he had it in his 
power now to acquire. Upon his friends I urged similar sug- 
gestions, and I begin to flatter myself that they have not been 



* This letter confirms what is stated in Letters and Times of the Tylers, 
Vol. I., 456-460, as to the agency of Mr. Tyler in adjusting the terras of the 
compromise tariff bill of 1833. 
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entirely disregarded. Know, in strict confidence, that time is 
now the chief stumbling block. The principle involved has ap- 
peared to me to be the main concern with us. We have borne 
the system for ten or 15 years in all its oppression — and having 
endured it when its burthens were heaviest, as they must neces- 
sarily have been in the infancy of the system, I have thought 
that that which constitutes the only ingredient worth any regard 
in the estimation of the manufacturer, time, is of little importance 
to us. To illustrate, — suppose a proposition to this effect. All 
acts to be repealed (tariff acts I mean) fortwith and a new law 
to be substituted with these or similar features. The duties on 
all unprotected articles forthwith to be abolished and on the pro- 
tected a reduction of 5 or 10 p r . c*.. — the duties on the protected 
to be abated 1/3 or 1/2 three years and an half hence and seven 
years hence all duties for protection to cease entirely and a gen- 
eral ad valorem to be substituted upon all importations — or in 
lieu of the abatement at the end of 3 1/2 years, things to remain 
untouched for seven years and then utterly to cease except for 
revenue. I want your aid in this important matter your opinions 
freely Consult in the strictest confidence with those around you 
and let me have your views. Bear in mind that the principle of 
protection is to be utterly abandoned — and the wound inflicted on 
the Constitution thereby to be healed. The Bill now before the 
House will probably pass that body. Its fate in the Senate is 
doubtful in the extreme. It lays a heavy hand on the manufac- 
turer and in a great majority of instances annihilates him — 
woolens reduced from 60 to 20 p r . cent. &c. &c. This single 
measure would excite the bitterest feelings in the hearts of the 
Eastern people. For them I feel simpathy as they were broken 
into the system by the act of 1824 and not 'til then — and when 
we talk of reconcilement and a restoration of peace, would it not 
be better to have a peace de facto and embrace in true brotherly 
affection. But what assurance have we that the Bill of the House, 
if it passes, will be permitted to stand. Besides the protective 
principle is preserved. Iron for example is scarcely touched. In 
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one word I go for the Union not in name but in feeling and senti- 
ment. Would mortal man believe it that the manufacturers are 
safer in the hands of those wicked S. Carolina nullifiers, than in 
those of the non descripts: and yet it is so. I have found among 
the first the most conciliatory feelings. They stand upon prin- 
ciple — high principle. While the last seem to me to think that 
if they pay money enough to the South by reducing duties — they 
have accomplished a great affair. What in the Devil's name did 
our forefathers care for the two pence on tea? But write me 
fully your views. 

1 may almost say to yon that the battle is fought and won. 
My fears for the Union are rapidly dissipating. When we pass 
through this crisis — the stars and the stripes will be reard aloft 
higher than ever, and the bold avowal of a determination to strike 
one of the old 13 out of existence, by military force will be re- 
buked and eluded. Why should not Virginia then reassert her 
principles boldly and triumphantly? The bare introduction of 
the resolutions disapproving of the proclamation caused the 
crouching tiger to turn over in his lair, and take a nap. Its adop- 
tion will draw his fangs. 

What poor miserable devil is it who has assailed me over the 
signature of Curtius? Can it be D r Mayo? He is here in the 
pension office at a salary of $1000 or 1100. He fabricates facts 
with as much non chalance as Munchausen, and even has the 
affrontery of making a speech for me, while he pretends to quote 
the words of my speech on the [a word obliterated]. For in- 
stance he says that I said "if a minister be reg [a word obliter- 
ated]. This fellow deserves a diploma for mendacity. Now if 
Mayo is the writer the country should know it. I am against 
governmental protection of all manufacturers, but particularly 
such as Curtius retails. 

Truly y r 

J. Tyler 
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John Tyler to Gov. John Floyd. 

Washington Jan. 22, 1833. 
My D r . Floyd: 

Yesterday the Judiciary Committee of the Senate reported a 
Bill making provision to execute the laws — in other words a 
declaration of war against S. C. To day it will be read a second 
time and made the order of the day for some day next week. 
The whole land and naval force of the U. S. is thereby placed 
at the disposal of the President. So we go. The ultra federalists 
drive on these measures and Webster will be the great champion 
of the administration. They must come into the closest and most 
fraternal embrace. I dined at the Palace, yes, palace, a few days 
since, and found M r W. there in all his glory. Every man in the 
country will soon come to see the true position of affairs. Have 
you rec" two letters from me of late. 

In haste y r 

J. Tyler 



LANDON CARTER'S CROP BOOK. 

(Continued from Quarterly, XX., 285.) 

Letters to Washington. 

Cleve, 27 October, 1796. 
D r Sir 

Owing to my absence from home on the arrival of our weekly 
post, I did not receive your favor of the iy th inst untill the 24 th 
at night. I immediately prepared a letter for continuance of the 
correspondence, you seemed to be willing to comply with. Upon 
a review of that Letter tho, I resolved to suppress it on ace 4 of 
the subject: That was of a nature to involve too much of con- 
jecture. Your well known character assures me that you wish 
only to tread upon established ground: Therefore the food of 



